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Synopsis

In this innovative approach to the practice of social science, Charles Ragin explores the use of
fuzzy sets to bridge the divide between quantitative and qualitative methods. Paradoxically, the
fuzzy set is a powerful tool because it replaces an unwieldy, "fuzzy" instrumentA¢a -4 «the variable,
which establishes only the positions of cases relative to each other, with a precise

oneA¢a -4 «degree of membership in a well-defined set.Ragin argues that fuzzy sets allow a far
richer dialogue between ideas and evidence in social research than previously possible. They let
quantitative researchers abandon "homogenizing assumptions" about cases and causes, they
extend diversity-oriented research strategies, and they provide a powerful connection between
theory and data analysis. Most important, fuzzy sets can be carefully tailored to fit evolving
theoretical concepts, sharpening quantitative tools with in-depth knowledge gained through
qualitative, case-oriented inquiry. This book will revolutionize research methods not only in
sociology, political science, and anthropology but in any field of inquiry dealing with complex

patterns of causation.
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Charles Ragin is professor of sociology and political science at the University of Arizona. He is the
author of Redesigning Social Inquiry:Fuzzy-Sets and BeyondA A and The Comparative Method:

Moving Beyond Qualitative and Quantitative Strategies.



Purchased for a faculty member and | received no complaints.

There are two aspects to Ragin’s book. The first part of the book is really an update of his general
methodological program first set forth in The Comparative Method. It does add some new things to
the older material and is thus worth the look. Ragin has some important points to make and
deserves to be paid careful attention by social scientists of both qualitative and quantitative
traditions.The second part is a relatively gentle--too gentle in my view--introduction to fuzzy set
theory as well as to some applications to social scientific problems that can be addressed with FST.
This is useful since it won’t put readers off with lots of heavy math they’re unlikely to understand.
However, the presentation of FST in this book is weak. IMO the worst deficiency is that it lacks cites
to more detailed literature that would be necessary for anyone who wanted to apply FST to real
problems.Read this but you really need to see Michael Smithson’s alas now quite rare Fuzzy Set

Analysis for Behavioral and Social Sciences... which isn’t cited in Ragin.

Where to start? Well, first the second reviewer is off the mark with the critique about the specificity
regarding the IMF. This is not a book about the IMF, so the lack of exhaustive it not a fatal flaw.
What this book attempt to accomplish is to get one to think about new ways of categorizing social
phenomena. Too much of quantitative method assumes that one can make clear distinctions
between categories. This is stating the case much too strongly to reflect reality in an acceptable
manner. What Ragin does is offer some theorizing about how one can recognize the
fuzzy-boundaries of social phenomena. His insight rests on the use of key characteristics to provide
the metric for those who will try to better reflect social events in their research. If you wish to create
a better explanation of what you are studying then purchase this book. It is sure to improve your

research and how you theorize about the objects you study.
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